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with the holy angels.

** The Greek is “Psyche” which in Mark always refers to a mortal breath/spirit not
man’s immortal soul. So I have used life, as have other Anglican commentators to avoid Pharisees never blamed -
an error in interpretation. “Life” is the translation in the RSV, NAB, J.B. Philips. Gore, Charles Macmillan
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More Insight

To all his listeners Jesus said:
For whosoever will save bis life shall lose it
but whosoever shall lose his life
for my sake and the gospel’s,
the same shall save it.

The mention of /ife is Greek “psyche” or breath of life and this
vanishes when man dies, but the last line refers to salvation of the soul.
This sounds as if each person must go through a kind of passion and
resurrection also. I suppose it might mean:
If you are thinking always about saving your own neck (from crucifixion
by the enemy) , rather than the souls oty others, you are not going to
doing the right thing, and you will not be guaranteed eternal life.

Then Jesus asks them if they understood what He just told them.

For what shall it profit a man,
tf be shall gain the whole world,

and lose bis own life?

This is not a statement. He is not saying it is not worth your (physical)
life to gain even a whole world of material “stuff”. He is talking to people
who own nothing - his Apostles, disciples, the poor in the audience, the
harlots, and the publicans. What would be the worth of such advice to
them? No, Jesus is asking them a question, and He is expecting His
Apostles, especially, to meditate on it.

They are probably wondering: what shall the reward be,

for the man who wins the whole world (including it’s

inhabitants) for Jesus?

And who could such a man be? Peter? * Would he exchange

his own (physical) life for this?
Yes he would, because {Previous verse} he is guaranteed eternal life
(the same shall save it) and according to Jewish teaching, a life in Paradise
one . Whereas, everyone else can only hope for eternal life and the
best that a non Martyr could hope for is Paradise level three ” .
(For Anglicans today, see “hope” B.C.P. - thanksgiving prayer after
communion, and “may” in Article 17 in the Articiges ot Religion).

A Peter, his Apostles, and all his Bishop’s (R.C., Anglican, Orthodox) through the
ages have won more than 1.5 Billion people for Jesus.

B In the Mishnah a Martyr was destined for Paradise level one, whereas the best
anyone else could hope for was levels four %reat men) three (for scholars), or five
(penitents and righteous). Level two is for those who die at sea, level six for the
unmarried and the chaste, level 7 for the poor who were possessed of scripture and

the Mishnah and were engaged in a worldly occupation.

:disagree with what you have previously thought. Read other
:commentaries - meditate on the original KTV,

‘The Views expressed here are strictly those of the author and probably

More Insight

See: Proper 19A Article And again, Jesus rephrases the same tantalizing question:

2005.806 Avoiding vengeance
for similar personal advice to

Or what shall a man give
Peter by Jesus.

in exchange for his life?

But why “scribes”? Bad press?
The scribes are equivalent to
our news reporters. There
probably were also scribes
supportive of Jesus.

What is it that a man would be willing to give up for Jesus, who offers a
guarantee of eternal life in exchange?

Answer: he must give up his own life for Jesus’s sake and the gospel’s -
by martyrdom, as did Peter, and many of the Apostles.

(Mark 9:1)

1 And he said unto them,
Verily I say unto you, That
there be some of them that
stand here, which shall not
taste of death, till they have
seen the kingdom of God
come with power.

This is quickly followed by another promise to the Apostles:

(Mark 9:1)

1 And be said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be

some of them that stand bere, which shall not taste

of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with

ower.

“Shall not taste of death” is Aramaic idiom for “shall not die spiritually”
%L%ksrngzg;t is 2 man For he that accept Jesus’s challenge to give up his own life for Fesus
advantaged, if he gain the sake and the gospel’s, is guaranteed by Jesus to be judged (by Jesus) as
whole world, and lose himself, rifghteous and will “live” to see the kingdom of God A (which comes
or be cast away? after the Parousia and after judgment). Others can only hope to be

(Matthew 16:26) jUdged righteous.

26 For what is a man profited,
if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?
or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?

"World" Strong’s 2889.

KOG WOS kosmos kos"mos;
probably from the base of 2865;
orderly arrangement, i.e.
decoration; by implication, the
world (in a wide or narrow
sense, including its
inhabitants, literally or
figuratively {morally}):-
adorning, world.

A The kingdom of God is different from the kingdom of heaven which
can be created any time before the Parousia.

2
(Mark 9:1)

1 And he said unto them,
Verily I say unto you,
That there be some of
them that stand here,
which shall not taste of
death, till they have seen
the kingdom of God
come with power.

(John 8:51, 52)

51 Verily, verily, I say
unto you, If a man keep
my saying, he shall never
see death.

52 Then said the Jews
unto him, Now we know
that thou hast a devil.
Abraham is dead, and the
prophets; and thou sayest,
If a man keep my saying,
he shall never taste of
death.

(Luke 9:27)

27 But I tell you of a truth,
there be some standing
here, which shall not
taste of death, till they
see the kingdom of God.

“Shall not taste of death”
is Aramaic Idiom for “shall
not die spiritually” G.
Lamsa Idioms in the Bible
explained.
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2006.274 More Insight
Now as to this last verse in chapter 8:

Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed
of me and [mine]
in this adulterous and sinful generation;
of bim also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when be cometh in the glory of his Father
with the boly angels.

Most of the commentaries in my library make no direct statement on
the meaning of this passage. Gore et al. (Anglican scholars) think that
the word adulterous might refer to the way Israel has forsaken their true
and only husband. But to forsake someone is not adultery, so they
suggest “sinful” in its place, but this is then a repetition of sinful in the
same line.

The New American Bible has “faithless” instead of adulterous. 7.B.
Philips NT has “unfaithful”. Though these Bibles are both good
translations of the Greek, they stand alone with “unfaithful”. But since
believers receive faith from God, perhaps Jesus meant nonbelievers?

Now, Ashamed in the first instance above means: that a man is
embarrassed to present himself to the Lord or his Apostles.

Edwin A. Abbott in his monumental work “The Son of Man” has a
suggestion that Ashamed here meant to hide oneself from the duty to
God, which seems not to be in disagreement with what I have said. Or
it might be a reference to Isaiah §3:3, where people hid their faces
because He was a despised man, and He am? his Apostles were not
esteemed by most (the elders?).

But, says Jesus: the entire generation is sinful and adulterous, so why
should they be embarrassed of his (righteous) Apostles. Whatever is
the right interpretation, Jesus says that unless they present themselves
to Him and the Apostles (“mine”) now, (and presumably repent and
confess their sins), they will have to do it later at the final judgment,
and He will be dishonored in front of His Father, and the holy angels.
And, as Abbott says: in retribution God will hide Himself from them.

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.(Matthew

7:23)

[mine] - (of my words) is
omitted from two oldest
mss. And the sense is better.

3 He is despised and rejected
of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and
we hid as it were our faces
from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not.

Doing Theology

Well that does it, I think. There was more meaning here than I
expected, and it was a difficult passage.

How does this apply today?

If anyone is too ashamed to listen to the gospel,
and runs away from God’s servants in
embarrassment, they should consider the
serious consequence that Christ will hide his
face from them (will not recognize them) in the
final judgment, and they will be lost.

There is no suggestion of a second chance, after death.
(see also the Flood and Baptism Article 2006.255)

P.S.
PETER

The idea that Peter was publicly rebuked by Jesus is not supported by
the scripture. For Jesus only looked at his disciples as he rebuked
Peter. It was after the rebuze that Jesus called the people unto him with
bis disciples also...

The Protestant commentaries seem to enjoy the idea that Peter was
often “criticized” by Jesus. But as I see it, Peter and Jesus were very
close, and Peter was given a lot of advice by Jesus, and also was
corrected immediately. And this was due to the great charge that was to
be laid on him just before the resurrection. Peter is after all the first
Bishop from whom all Anglican Bishops are spiritually descended. The
Protestants who are adamantly opposed to Apostolic succession do not
see Peter in the same light. Readp your Anglican and Catholic
commentaries.

In the NT you will find no other Apostle who is so important to Jesus.
Peter is mentioned almost 200 times.

John, who “was leaning on Jesus’ bosom ..., whom Jesus loved.(John
13:23) was mentioned 50 times, even less than John the Baptist (about
70 mentions).

‘The Views expressed here are strictly those of the author and probably
:disagree with what you have previously thought. Read other
:commentaries - meditate on the original KTV.
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