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These commentaries are primarily for members of the OSV
to help them with their studies, and so that they can
... be faithful in the reading and study of Holy Scriptures.

The International Order of St. Vincent
Serving Acolytes and All Other Lay Sanctuary Ministers since 1882

The Objects of the Order

*To promote holy living among its members.

* To promote unity in Christ and friendship and
camaraderie among lay ministers

*To promote loyalty and full cooperation to the clergy
and lay leaders.

*To encourage regular attendance at the Holy Eucharist,
and more careful preparation for its reception.

*To teach the complete Sacramental Faith as taught in
the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, and
promote the practice of the same.

The Rules of the Order

*To pray each morning and each night.

*To be faithful in the reading and study of Holy
Scriptures.

* If physically possible, to be present at the Holy
Eucharist every Sunday and Holy Day.

* To make due preparation before the service and to say
the prayer of the Order.

*To receive Holy Communion every Sunday and Holy
Day if possible and to be duly prepared through
self-examination and confession.

*To render loyalty and cooperation to clergy and to the
spiritual leaders.
*To always speak reverently of holy Things.

*To pray for the order and all her members.

*To pray for the unity of the Church.

it as Gospel. It is here to encourage
meditation and study. Use your gift of
discernment, to find the truth.

This is My Son!

And after six days Jesus taketh with him

Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them
up into an high mountain apart by themselves:
and he was transfigured before them.

3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding
white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can
white them.

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with
Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus,
Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us
make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one
for Moses, and one for Elias.

6 For he wist not what to say; for they were
sore afraid.

7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed
them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying,
This is my beloved Son: hear him.

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round
about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus
only with themselves.

9 And as they came down from the mountain,
he charged them that they should tell no man
what things they had seen, till the Son of man
were risen from the dead.

Rev 19:7 - 8 regardin
Jesus’s wedding and fine
linen garments.

THIS IS MY SON

And lo a voice from
heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased. (Mt 3:17).

Another similar verse
While he yet spake,
behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and
behold a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is
my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased; hear ye
him. (Mt 17:5).

And there came a voice
out of the cloud, saying,
This is my beloved Son:
hear him. (Lu 9:35).

And there came a voice
from heaven, saying, Thou
art my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.
(Mr 1:11).

And I saw, and bare record
that this is the Son of
God. (Joh 1:34).

And we believe and are
sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the
living God. (Joh 6:69).

This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.
(2Pe 1:17)



The Jews were expecting a kingly warrior for a Messiah,
someone who would get them out from under the Roman
oppressors. When they listened to Jesus, they realized that
“A Fuller” = is a “cloth he was not the man they expected.
dresser” or perhaps Jesus wasn’t saying He was the Son of God, He said He
The idea expressed here is that no man on earth could we would saya “Dry  was the Son of Man His followers must have been a bit

. . cleaners” today.
make such a whiteness, therefore it must be God that has Y confused.

done this. White garments (such as those in Revelations at  Rev 19:7 - 8 regarding
the marriage of Christ to his believers), and probably in “the Jesus’s wedding and

Six days of preparation and purification are needed before
standing on holy ground. (Paul had to go through this
cleansing process when he returned to Jerusalem to face the
Jewish brethren in the Temple).

The purpose of all these verses about God identifying

Last Marriage” are given by God to man as a sign of fine linen garments.  Jesus 15‘3 his }SIOH, I’Vﬁs tOhn.lIake it Vﬁr}(’j Cﬁ(_?ar ti)ftfflle Jsewishf
righteousness. - In this case, the garments are so white it proselytes that aithough jesus called himsclt the son ot
& ’ & Proper 23 A (Matthew  Napy he was really the Son of God, but He had wanted it to

indicates perfection in the wearer. 22:1-14) ] ,
be a secret. Peter, James and John’s testimony were

supposed to be withheld until after the resurrection, but if
answered you tell a Syrian a secret, it becomes the next day’s news
Peter, James and John knew the truth! And of course they
told all the disciples. This release of a “secret” was much
more convincing to the disciples, than Jesus saying who He  Lamsa - Idioms (see ref:
really was. If Jesus had denied that He was the Son of God, Pelow

no-one would now have believed Him!

Peter was chosen by James and John to do the talking.

The three Apostles considered Moses, Elias and Jesus to be
equal prophets, and called Jesus “Master” (Teacher) not
Lord. By implication they ranked Jesus along with the two
prophets, but God immediately “straightened out the
Apostles” by identifying Jesus as his Son -and to make the
point clear, He takes the two prophets “out of the picture”.

tice T use idiom here. : .
Imagine how these words L he€ Syrian nature - to be fascinated by secrets, and to want

would be received 2000 to brag about them immediately, explains the reason why

years from now! The « ’ ”
Apostles used Aramaic Jesus says “don’t tell anyone”, so often.

idiom frequently,
Matthew more than The parables are another example. Each {Parable contains a

Mark, but in Mark o: . . ..
o salt in y;frsglj;» secret, and Jesus doesn’t tell it. It is left for the disciples to

means: have good manners, figure out what the secret is. As any phrase of the parable Even today, people love to
%Og‘flgé’l‘;‘iifg%t might have the answer, everyone would have memorized it, 5‘;2“&3‘;91“ that expose

talked about it, thought about it, and bragged about it when
they found the answer. Then they shared it with all the
disciples. What a good method to get a spiritual idea
infused into the mind of righteous man. The H.S. is still
necessary to understand it, of course.

e Idioms in the Bible Explained Lamsa, George M. Harper Collins 0-06-064927-5




